
Immature & Falling 
Away
When we are spiritually immature or 
when we intentionally move away 
from God, we become numb and 
blind to God’s ethic of love (Romans 
1:21-25).

External commandments become 
more necessary as we look for loop-
holes and “how much we can get 
away with.” (Matt. 19:8)

The more immature we are, 
the more we function at lower 
levels of the pyramid, where 
explicit commands are 
needed to apply God’s 
eternal principles in our 
specific context.

Maturing
When we grow in the image of 

Christ (Eph. 4), we move towards 
God’s ideal for us. 

External commandments become 
less necessary, as God’s 
character is formed in us.

God’s ideal in the New 
Covenant is that God’s law will 

be written on our hearts. 
(Jeremiah 31:34)

As we function at
higher levels of 
the pyramid the

lower levels become 
redundant & non-

essential.

1
Love

1st John 4:8
John 13:34

2

Matt. 22:35-40

Love God 
with all 
you are 

and have.

Love your 
neighbor 

as 
yourself.

10

Exodus 20:1-17

10 basic boundaries that create the possibility 
of loving relationships.

4 boundaries to 
create the possibility 

of  a loving 
relationship with God.

6 boundaries to 
create the possibility 

of  a loving 
relationship with 

others.

All the additional laws, commands and instructions in scripture.
The Many

As we mature, being formed in the image of Christ, we move closer to God’s eternal principles that emerge from 
God’s character. The lower we go down the pyramid, the further we move away from God’s principles, finding 
ourselves dealing with applications that are necessarily bound by context.

The Law Pyramid: 
The Restoration & Application of Love

Universal & Eternal

Specific to context: Time, Place, Culture, Specific People

Adapted, with thanks to Alden Thompson for the original concept and explanation. See Thompson, Inspiration, Review & Herald Publishing, 1991, p. 
115. Used by permission of the author.


